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could, They made a Raft out of 3 or 4 pieces of
driftwood, which they lashed together with withes.
They traveled for three whole days On this new Canoe,
always half submerged, and Without eating anything
during all that time except some Wild purslane, quite
raw. That Dear Missionary told me that he then
remembered to good purpose St. Francis Xavier,
who had struggled for his life in the Waters for as
many days, upon a piece of plank. On the 4th Day,
he observed the fire of some Akansea who were
hunting. He and his two companions were very
humanely treated by them. They gave them food,
and took them to Their village, where the Father
found His Canoe, which had been stopped by a
Barrier of driftwood. He has since been equipped
with everything necessary for his mission among
the houmas. I started from there on the 4th of
December, and, after 3 Leagues of Navigation, we
found on the North side of the Mississipi the red
River, about which so much is said. If the 3rd
attempt which the french have made there within 7
or 8 months be successful, the Missionaries will have
there a passage by which to reach the various nations
along that river, which flows in a Southeasterly
direction. They nearly all live only in small ham-
lets, Like the Natchés, which makes persons who
wish to convey a great Idea of all Those Tribes say
that there are villages without end, and of 3 or 4, 3
or 6 leagues in extent —trying to make hamlets of 3
or 4 Cabins, separated from one another according
to the convenience of the land, pass for so many
villages of the same tribe. Monsieur de Bienville,
who has penetrated the farthest of all, has told me
that the whole country is flooded in the months of



